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O ur featured article is the first of a series of articles on the rise of 
Western Civilization that we are publishing in order to help set 
the tone for the type of publication we want to be ― a guardian 
and propagator of the values of Western culture. This is the core 

concept of our new news journal, a news journal that publishes not only 

important local news, but also more thoughtful articles on a variety of sub-
jects related to what Western Civilization ― our civilization ― is, and 
how it came to be. This first article, “300 Spartans & the Rise of the West”, 
reminds us of the high price of freedom, and what our ancient forerunners, 
the Greeks, had to do to ensure the West remained free. 

300 Spartans
THE RISE OF THE WEST&

Earlier this year postal service to Butterfield (and other areas) was slow, 
and often mail did not get through at all. This was happening off and 
on for several months, the cause being a variety of factors. 
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The Illinois Department of Transportation proposed a number of im-
provements to the area around the crossroads of Route 53 and But-
terfield Road at a public hearing back on November 19, 2013. 

THE CROSSROADS: 
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WHO WE ARE 
The DuPage Homeowners Authority 

(DHA) is the publisher of The DuPage 
Guardian, a quarterly news journal that is 
designed to provide homeowners living 
within DuPage County with news and  

information that is relevant to their  
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associations, and related organizations 
throughout the DuPage County area and 

beyond. Our services include:  
 

• Management and marketing  
consulting and services 

 
• Software and services to help you run 
your HOA or community association 

 
• Understanding what type of organiza-
tion you are running, how to properly 
manage it, and also maintain proper  

corporate governance 
 

For more information on how we can 
take your organization to the next level, 
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In our very first Editor’s Journal, we 
begin our journey with our new pub-
lication, The DuPage Guardian. The 

purpose and ultimate destiny of the Guardian 
is to be the leading voice for DuPage County, 
not only as a reliable source of news and in-
formation, but also as its conscience. 
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Each issue of the Guardian will feature 
news specific to each subdivision we 
cover, starting first with the Butterfield 

East subdivision, where we first started pub-
lication. In this issue we will focus on our 
local post office in Lombard, which has had a 
number of problems over the past year.  
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“Area news” covers the area around 
the subdivision that this edition serves 
that is not inside the subdivision pro -

per. We start with a series we are calling “The 
Crossroads” that discusses proposed im-
provements around Route 53 & Butterfield 
Road that will affect Butterfield East.
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The third of our three news sections 
covers news at the county level. In this 
issue we will discuss a tornado that 

touched down in nearby Oak Brook, as well 
as the first of a series of articles on planned 
improvements to an area in DuPage County 
called “The Butterfield Corridor”. 

DUPAGE COUNTY NEWS

7

Our “Western Living” section is in-
tended to showcase the superiority 
of Western art, culture, and lifestyle 

and the great achievements of Western Civ-
ilization as an encouragement to our readers 
to more fully embrace our Western cultural 
heritage and live a truly Western lifestyle.  

WESTERN LIVING

10

Another unique section we are cre-
ating for our readers that is exclusive 
to the Guardian is our “Family Fair” 

section. More than just cartoons and crossword 
puzzles, this section will provide comprehen-
sive information on local events, reviews, 
family-friendly editorial, and much more. 
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BOOK REVIEWS
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This issue we will be reviewing two books that show-
case the strengths of the two opposing factions of an-
cient Greece, the Athenians and the Spartans, as 

discussed in our article, “300 
Spartans & The Rise of the West” 
(page 10). The first, Plato’s Re-
public, is considered one of the 
great works of Western literature, 
and the second, 300, is a graphic 
novel that was the inspiration for 
the movie of the same name. 
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By James Knight, Editor-in-Chief 

Welcome to the first issue of 
our new news journal, The 
DuPage Guardian! DuPage 
County does not have a 
publication like this, which 

is surprising, since DuPage County is one of the 
largest and most prosperous counties in the Mid-
west — the heartland of America — with a high 
standard of living, excellent amenities, and a 
much safer environment than  Chicago, our nea-
rest competitor.   

DuPage County also does not have a stan-
dard-bearer to hold aloft its quality, its high stan-
dards, and the ideals we hold dear. Toward that 
end, we have created The DuPage Guardian to 
promote DuPage County as a great place to live, 
and as the standard for quality of life for the Chi-
cagoland area.  

IT’S ABOUT QUALITY 
You may have noticed that the front page of our 
news journal looks more like a newspaper, 
while the interior looks more like a magazine, 
and the quality is more like a journal. There's a 
reason for that.  

It is because the Guardian, as we call it, is 
intended to be neither just another newspaper, 
a slick, faux-fashionable magazine, nor a 
stuffy academic journal. It is instead a combi-
nation of the best of both newspapers, maga-
zines and journals, in both format, content, and 
quality.  

Our focus is on quality versus quantity, 
which is what sets us apart from the majority of 
publications that serve the DuPage County area. 
Our objective is to be the publication of note for 
DuPage County, filling in the gap where the 
other major publications, such as the Chicago 
Tribune and the Daily Herald, fall short.  

By publishing fewer, higher-quality issues, we 
intend to raise the bar by ignoring the more ordi-
nary, everyday news items and instead focus on 
the major issues of the day, and of our times, 
especially those affecting DuPage County and its 
many cities, villages and unincorporated areas.  

IT’S ABOUT PRINCIPLES 
We at the Guardian also see the need for a pub-
lication that stands up for and promotes classi-
cal Western principles, such as logic, reason, 
honor, human rights, freedom of expression, 
and the rule of law — not to mention morals, 
ethics, hard work, and personal accountability 
— principles that are now rarely taught in 
schools, and are even becoming increasingly 
rare in everyday life.  

IT’S ABOUT IDEALS 
We at the Guardian also want to be the con-
science of DuPage County, affirming and pro-
moting the values that we, as the free peoples 
of the West, hold dear. The greatness of our 
county is in its high ideals, the adherence to 
which has created an environment of excel-
lence that is the basis of our success. As long 
as we continue to defend our ideals and the 
principles derived therefrom, we will continue 
on the success path DuPage County has been 
on for nearly 200 years.   

IT’S ABOUT DUPAGE 
DuPage County has stood in the shadow of Chi-
cago for decades. This is not right, as DuPage 
is better than Chicago in many ways. Quality of 
life is generally higher and cost of living is gen-
erally lower than comparable areas in Chicago. 
DuPage County is also better than Chicago in 
many important categories, including housing, 
public schools, jobs, public safety and many 
more. It is time for us to step out of the shadow 
of Chicago, step into the light, and embrace our 
destiny as the new leader of the Midwest.  

IT’S ABOUT YOU 
And we are not just all about DuPage County. 
Each issue will also contain local news that is 
directly relevant to your city, village or unin-
corporated area. You will learn about important 
issues not only at the county level, but also at 
the local level, and how you can participate in 
your local community to improve the quality of 
life in your own backyard. We may also touch 
on state, regional, and even national news if we 
deem it relevant to the residents of DuPage.  

THE HERO’S JOURNEY 
The path of the hero is to sacrifice one’s own 
needs for the greater good. Thus to be an excep-
tional person, one must make an exceptional ef-
fort to bring redemption to one’s community 
and thereby become the “hero”. Many authors 
use the concept of “The Hero’s Journey” as a 
framework to develop a plotline for their book 
or movie. It is a time-tested method with set 
stages that is closely tied in with human psy-
chology, where the hero of the story goes on a 
journey into the unknown to find a solution to a 
problem in his community, typically the inva-
sion of one’s community by evil forces that seek 
to disrupt the established order.  

The DuPage Guardian is intended to reinforce 
communities within DuPage with objective infor-
mation and advice on how to be guardians of 
Western culture and traditions, to help us defend 
against these subversive forces, and to remind us 
of what it is to be a child of the West in terms of 
both benefits and responsibilities. Within these 
pages you will find regular reminders of the im-
portance of individual responsibility and the need 
to make an exceptional effort in order to ensure 
the safety and prosperity of your own com-
munities, and to defend them against evil forces 
both foreign and domestic.  

JOIN US ON THE JOURNEY 
This “Editor’s Journal” will be more than just 
a column, but a journal of our journey together 
to make DuPage County a better place to live. 
Let the regular newspapers cover the daily 
humdrum, The DuPage Guardian will focus on 
the most important, most interesting, and most 
relevant news and information that will have 
the most effect on the future of DuPage County.  

We now stand on the doorstep, ready to go 
forth on a great adventure — to take the first step 
on the path of the hero’s journey to reclaim our 
society’s lost treasures, to go on a quest to re-
claim the lost ideals of Western civilization.  

We look forward to our journey together.  
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THE JOURNEY BEGINS

The stairway up Skellig Michael, a mountain-
ous island off the southwest coast of Ireland. 
This path leads to the famous Skellig Michael 

Monastery that was featured in the film  
Star Wars: The Last Jedi.

EDITOR’S  JOURNAL

https://heritageireland.ie/places-to-visit/skellig-michael/


SNAIL MAIL 

BUTTERFIELD, Ill. -- Earlier this year 
postal service to Butterfield (and other 
areas) was slow, and often mail did not 

get through at all. Some residents were actually 
complaining about getting mail delivery only 
three days per week. This was happening off 
and on for several months, the cause being a 
variety of factors.  

First of all, there has been a chronic shortage 
of workers. Some BHA members have been 
contacting the post office with inquiries, and 
the root cause turns out to be a shortage of 
workers. Despite extraordinary efforts, the post 
office has been having a hard time filling all the 
available positions.  

Second of all, our previous mailman, who 
had served for many years, is now retired. Ex-
perience of that type is valuable, and impos-
sible to replace.  

Third, we in unincorporated Butterfield are 
considered rural, and thus lower priority than 
Lombard residents.  

And fourth, the United States Post Office is 
currently in the process of upgrading its service 

standards. This upgrade in service standards 
has slowed the delivery of some mail by as 
much as 30%, which may help explain some of 
the delays we have been experiencing.  

USPS CONNECT 
This major, nationwide service upgrade, which 
began expanding nationwide on March 23 of 
this year, is known as “USPS Connect”, and 
should improve service and reduce delivery 
times throughout the USPS mail system. “The 
service is meant to offer local  businesses af-
fordable next-day delivery or same-day deliv-
ery to local  customers. In some locations, 
USPS will even offer Sunday delivery from  
businesses.”1  

The USPS recently announced in a press re-
lease that “USPS Connect provides businesses 
of all sizes what they have been asking for — 
an affordable way to meet consumer demand 
for fast delivery... A pivotal point in our Deliv-
ering for America plan, it positions us to more 
fully leverage our network capacity to increase 
volume and revenue so we can continue to 
serve the American people with affordable, re-
liable mail and package delivery.”2 

THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT 
Fortunately, the post office has since found 
some additional workers, and for the last couple 
of months, mail service has been much better. 
And though we have been inconvenienced by 
slow mail delivery occasionally over the past 
few months, it is clear that the USPS has good 
plans in mind for the future of mail throughout 
the nation, including Butterfield East. For more 
information, or if you have concerns about the 
quality of your mail service, please contact us 
at feedback@thedupageguardian.com  

NOTES 
1 Kali Coleman, “USPS Just Made This Major Update 

to Deliveries, Effective Im me diately” (Best Life: 
https://bestlifeonline.com/usps-delivery-connect-
local-news/). 

2 U.S Postal Service, “Postal Service Expands Next-
Day Delivery Options for Businesses With Rollout 
of USPS Connect” (P.R. Newswire: 
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/postal-
service-expands-next-day-delivery-options-
for-businesses-with-rollout-of-usps-connect-
301485755.html). 
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BUTTERFIELD EAST NEWS

POST OFFICE PANDEMONIUM
POST OFFICE FRAUD IN 
LOMBARD & NAPERVILLE 

BUTTERFIELD, Ill. -- Lombard police 
have warned residents of reports of mail 
that has been stolen from the outdoor 

collection boxes in front of the Lombard Post 
Office at 380 St. Charles Rd., Lombard.  

LOMBARD POST OFFICE 
The post boxes had been broken into on two 
separate occasions sometime during the months 
of August and September, 2021. There were also 
some reported incidents of fraud involving the 
bank accounts of some Lombard residents that 
may be related to the thefts, though Lombard 
Police Chief Roy Newton declined to speculate, 
pending further investigation by the U.S. Postal 
Inspectors division.1 

Any mail involving financial information 
should be physically deposited inside U.S. 
postal buildings. Lombard also is asking res-
idents to consider making village payments and 
transactions online when possible.2  

NAPERVILLE POST OFFICE 
Similar events at the Naperville Post Office led 
to the arrest of seven individuals, including two 
Naperville postal carriers. These seven individ-
uals were arrested in Naperville, Ill. for crimes 
similar to those committed in Lombard, which 
ranged from check washing to credit card fraud. 
Using similar techniques, these individuals man-
aged to get away with over $50,000 from over 
40 victims, all of whom live in Naperville.3 

It is alleged that these seven were part of a 
scheme to launder illicit gift cards by redeem-
ing them for cash. The two Naperville postal 
carriers would steal credit and debit cards from 
the mail, and give them to an accomplice who 
would then activate the stolen cards and then 

use them to purchase gift cards from various 
stores such as Home Depot, Walmart, and 
Sam's Club. They would then take those gift 
cards to currency exchanges in Chicago and 
Oak Park, where they would exchange them for 
cash.  

The scheme was uncovered when several 
credit and debit card companies, who had 
mailed out new cards to people whose cards 
were due to expire, found out that some of 

those cards had never reached their customers. 
After an investigation, it was found that they 
were stolen from the mail, most likely by the 
postal carriers.  

“WASHED” CHECKS  
& SAFETY PENS 
Some of our neighbors on Nextdoor Butterfield 
East (nextdoor.com) commented at length on 
their experiences with having some of their 
checks being “washed”.  

The process of check washing is fairly sim-
ple, with people taking the check and using a 
special chemical to remove the ink, changing 
whatever information they wished. Banks 
usually catch washed checks, as they often are 
clearly fraudulent, but not always.4  

The best way to avoid check washing is to 
use a gel pen such as a Uniball Signo pen, a 
fountain pen, or a fine-pointed Sharpie. Res-
idents who experience fraud or lost mail are ad-
vised to contact the U.S. Postal Inspectors 
Office at https://www.uspis.gov/report  

NOTES 
1 Scott C. Morgan, “Lombard police warn residents 

about fraud due to stolen mail" (The Daily Herald:  
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20211011/
lombard-police-warn-residents-about-fraud-due-
to-stolen-mail). 

2 Ibid. 
3 The County of DuPage, “Bond Set for Four of 

Seven Charged with Continuing Financial Crimes 
Enterprise Involving U.S. Postal Service” ( The 
County of DuPage: 
https://www.dupagecounty.gov/States_Attorney/S
tates_Attorney_News/2021/65315/). 

4 United States Postal Inspection Service, “Check 
Washing” (USPIS: 
https://www.uspis.gov/news/scam-article/check-
washing

HOW TO FILE A  
COMPLAINT WITH USPS 

You can file a complaint at the post 
office, and they will give you a 
complaint number, which you can 

use to call and find out about the status of 
your complaint. You can also enter it on-
line to find the status of your complaint at 
https://www.uspsoig.gov/form/file-on-
line-complaint 

Residents who experience fraud, lost 
mail, or other issues are advised to con-
tact the U.S. Postal Inspectors Office at: 
https://www.uspis.gov/report 

You can also call the USPS at 1-800-
ASK-USPS, or send them a fax at  312-
983-8422.  

If you prefer to send a letter, you can 
also write to:  

 
United States Postal Service 
Attn: Consumer Affairs 
433 W. Harrison St. Ste. 4010 
Chicago, IL 60699-9876 
 

For more information, questions, or gen-
eral feedback, please feel free to email us 
at feedback@thedupageguardian.com

mailto:feedback@thedupageguardian.com
https://bestlifeonline.com/usps-delivery-connect-local-news/
https://bestlifeonline.com/usps-delivery-connect-local-news/
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PART 1:  
THE BUTTERFIELD WALL 

BUTTERFIELD, Ill. -- The Illinois De-
partment of Transportation (IDOT) pro-
posed a number of improvements to the 

area around the crossroads of Route 53 and But-
terfield Road at a public hearing back on No-
vember 19, 2013. 

The purpose of the hearing was to get feedback 
from the public on a 
variety of proposed im-
provements related to 
sections of Route 53 
and Butterfield Road 
south and southwest of 
the Butterfield East 
subdivision, including 
reducing traffic noise, 
en hancing pedestrian 
and bicyclist facilities, 
improving roadway 
safe ty, and alleviating 
roadway flooding. The 
official name of the 
project is “Illinois Route 
53 at Illinois Route 56”, 
but we at the Guardian 
are calling it “The 
Crossroads Project”, or 
just “The Crossroads”. 
IDOT explains it thusly: 

“The primary pur-
pose of the proposed 
pro ject, Contract 
#60P75, is to improve 
the traffic safety and 
operations along with 
the movement of ve-
hicles and pedestrians at the intersection and 
approaching roadways of IL 53 and IL 56, as 
well as alleviate roadway flooding for the next 
contract #62B30.  

“The need for the proposed action is due to 
the crash history within the project area, flood-
ing, inadequacies of the current IL 53 / IL 56 in-
tersection capacity, and roadway geometry 
south and east of the intersection and proposed 
ground accommodations for pedestrians and bi-
cyclists as well as upgrading the roadway 
geometry to the latest highway standards.  

“The project is located in unincorporated 
Milton Township that borders the Villages of 
Glen Ellyn, Lombard, and Downers Grove in 
DuPage County.”1 

THE BUTTERFIELD WALL 
Part of the plan is to construct an 11-foot-tall, 
1,300-foot-long noise abatement wall along  
the north side of Butterfield Road, running 
east from Gray Avenue to Lloyd Avenue. The 
first segment of the wall will run from Gray 
Avenue to Bob O’ Link Road. The noise bar-
rier will then jump to the grassy median sep-
arating Route 56 Frontage Road from Route 
56 proper (Butterfield Road) that stretches be-

tween Bob O’ Link Road and Briarcliff Road. 
The barrier will then begin again east of Bri-
arcliff Road, continuing on to just west of the 
entrance sign on Lloyd Avenue. 

The proposed noise barrier is projected to 
reduce noise levels by as much as 5-10 deci-
bels, which can reduce traffic noise by as 
much as half.2  This is particularly true if the 
houses protected by the barrier are below the 
line of sight, and if the barrier is long and 
continuous, with no cracks or openings. This 
is true of Ahlstrand Road, which is as much 
as 20 feet below the level of Butterfield Road, 
and thus below the line of sight from the 
highway. Also, the longest continuous stretch 
of barrier wall runs along Ahlstrand Road, so 

that part of Butterfield will benefit most from 
the wall. In fact much of Butterfield will 
benefit from the noise reduction, not just Ahl-
strand. 

And its not just about reducing sound levels, 
lower sound levels will have a positive effect 
on the fair market value of the properties on the 
south side of Butterfield. This will be less so 
around the Route 53 Frontage Road, but the 
barriers will still lower traffic noise a critical 
few decibels, which will enhance property 

values there as well.  
One problem with 

the barrier wall on the 
frontage road is that it 
will block the view of 
the houses that were 
built along the road. 
(These houses were the 
original model homes 
for the subdivision that 
the frontage road was 
meant to make easier to 
view.) These homes all 
face towards Butter-
field Road, so the wall 
may actually poten-
tially reduce the value 
of the houses as well. If 
so, those living in those 
homes should be fully 
informed before fi nal 
decisions are made. 

Perhaps that par -
ticular part of the 
wall could be left un-
built, as it will not re-
duce the noise much 
anyway. Or perhaps 

trees and shrubs could be used there instead? 
Trees and shrubs can absorb sound almost as 
well as a wall would.3 That would also make 
that part of Butterfield, where some of the first 
houses in the subdivision were built, more 
beautiful, living up to Butterfield’s original 
name, “Beautiful Butterfield”. This would 
also have the effect of raising property values 
as well, and provide a nice “face” for Butter-
field. 

In either case, the Butterfield residents who 
live in those houses should definitely have a 
say on what goes on that median area along the 
frontage road, as it will not only affect their 
property values, but also their quality of life. 

Another benefit of the wall is that it will en-
hance the security of the entire south side of the 

BUTTERFIELD AREA NEWS

THE CROSSROADS: ROUTE 53 & BUTTERFIELD ROAD

The proposed 11' noise abatement wall, shown in red on the map above, will run 1,300 feet along the south side of the Butterfield East subdivision 
from just west of Gray Avenue to just west of Lloyd Avenue, with gaps at Gray Avenue, Bob O’ Link Road and Briarcliff Road. 

The “Crossroads” from a brochure provided by the Illinois Department of Transportation for the 
November 19, 2013 meeting. This shows the proposed areas of coverage for the noise wall in light 

red. That part of the barrier that will protect Butterfield East, will be called “Barrier-C”.

https://idot.illinois.gov/Assets/uploads/files/IDOT-Projects/District-1/IL53-at-IL56/files/Brochure.pdf
https://idot.illinois.gov/Assets/uploads/files/IDOT-Projects/District-1/IL53-at-IL56/files/IL%2056%20Proposed%20Improvement%20Plan.pdf
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BUTTERFIELD, Ill. -- The National 
Weather Service (NWS) declared a se-
vere thunderstorm warning for a storm 

system that was capable of spawning tornadoes 
on the evening of April 30th, effective 
throughout northern Illinois.  

The storm system, which was relatively 
severe, actually spawned three different tor-
nadoes throughout the northern Illi-
nois region, including an EF-0 in 
Oak Brook, another EF-0 in the 
village of Timberlane, in Boone 
County, and an EF-U tornado near the 
village of Capron, also in Boone County, 
east of Rockford. The NWS also reported 
another “brief” tornado in Sharon, Wisconsin 
near the Illinois border.  

Also, though there were some initial reports 
of several funnel clouds in their formative 
stages around the Rockford area that, along 
with some damage to some buildings in down-
town Rockford, suggested  that a tornado had 
touched down in Rockford, the NWS later at-
tributed the damage to straight-line strong 
winds in the 70–80 mph range.1 Though it was 
not reported as such, this event was likely what 
meteorologists refer to as a “microburst”, 
which is a sudden, explosive downdraft from a 
thunderstorm that can produce winds up to 100 
mph or higher.2 

THE ENHANCED FUJITA SCALE 
The Enhanced Fujita scale is a rating of how 
intense a tornado is based upon both the wind 
speed and the relative severity of the damage it 
causes. The enhanced scale was introduced in 
2007 to replace the original scale that was in-
troduced by the Japanese-American meteorol-
ogist Ted Fujita in 1971.3 

The enhanced scale has the same basic rat-
ings as the original, except the wind speeds 
have changed on each level, and more details 
have been added. Since its publication in 2007 
an additional level, “EF-U”, has been added, 
which means “Enhanced Fujita - Unknown” 
for tornadoes that have touched down, but 
have caused no discernible damage and are 
thus not rateable.  

Here is the Enhanced Fujita Scale, (right) 
without the optional EF-U (Enhanced Fujita - 
Unknown) level that is used if  the tornado has 
caused no damage and is therefore unratable. 
EF-0 is otherwise usually used as the minimum 
rating for tornadoes. The scale goes up to EF-
5, which rates tornadoes that are over 200 mph. 
See https://www.weather.gov/oun/efscale for a 
more detailed table, along with some more up-
dated information and enhancements.  

THE OAK BROOK TORNADO 
The Oak Brook tornado actually touched down 
at Willow Crest Golf  Club, passing through the 
Oak Brook Park Family Recreation Center’s 

 
 

parking lot, 
where it was 
caught 
on a cou-
ple of  
different  
park district  
security cameras. It later ended at Central Park, 
having traveled 1.9 miles, its maximum width 
having been around 60 yards.4  

THE HEAT ISLAND EFFECT 
Though the tornado struck a few miles east of 
Butterfield, that same storm system could have 
easily dropped it anywhere in the storm’s path. 
Butterfield, and DuPage County in general, has 
greatly benefited from the “heat island” effect, 
which is caused by an increase in paved surfaces. 
Paved surfaces tend to not only heat up faster than 
natural materials, but also retain heat longer, 
sometimes lasting well into the evening. 

This has the effect of causing a more urbanized 
region such as ours to be hotter than surrounding 
areas, creating a sort of “force field” that will ac-
tually dissipate storms and even cause them to 
split due to the warm air rising from the asphalt 
and concrete.5 It could well be that the tornado 
dropped down onto the golf course area because, 

due to the large green space around the park 
area, the heat island effect was much less 

there than the more heavily paved 
areas nearby. Like lightning, it 
found the path of least resistance.  

This frequently happens over 
the Butterfield area. Storms that 

appear to be ominous and unstop-
pable frequently break west of the 

Butterfield area, the sudden increase in 
warm, rising air blunting the edge of the 

worst storms that might otherwise bring in 
damaging weather and splitting them north and 
south. Watch the weather radar as a storm ap-
proaches the Butterfield area and you will see 
this happen occasionally.  

Ironically, the very highways that are caus-
ing so much traffic noise might actually be 
helping make the area safer.  

  

NOTES 
1 Charles Keeshan, “Tornado confirmed in Oak 

Brook; No injuries, only minor damage reported” 
(The Daily Herald: 
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20220501/
tornado-confirmed-in-oak-brook-no-injuries-
only-minor-damage-reported), see also National 
Weather Service, “April 30, 2022: Storms produce 
short-lived tornadoes in northern Illinois as well 
as wind damage in Rockford” (NWS: 
https://www.weather.gov/lot/2022apr30). 

2 National Weather Service, “Microbursts” (NWS: 
https://weather.gov/bmx/outreach_microbursts). 

3 Kevin Byrne, “How one pioneer earned the nick-
name ‘Mr. Tornado’” (Accuweather: 
https://www.accuweather.com/en/severe-
weather/who-was-the-legendary-mr-tornado-ted-
fujita/945272). 

4 FOX 32 Digital Staff, “Small EF0 tornado con-
firmed in Oak Brook in suburban Chicago” 
(FOX 32 Chicago: 
https://www.fox32chicago.com/news/small-ef0-
tornado-confirmed-in-oak-brook-in-suburban-
chicago). 

5 Katherine Rosenberg-Douglas, “What you need 
to know about Chicago’s urban heat island ahead 
of ‘oppressive’ hot weather stint” (Chicago Trib-
une: https://www.chicagotribune.com/weather/ct-
cb-what-to-know-chicago-urban-heat-island-2019
0718-kv7paijixzhf5ioknodfgdhlwy-story.html).
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Butterfield subdivision. Though there are gaps 
in the wall, having the wall there will make the 
majority of the houses thus guarded more se-
cure, which will also be a value-add in terms of 
market value.  

Please contact your state representative, 
Terra Costa Howard, and politely request that 
she find the funds necessary to finally put up 
the wall, which has been delayed for nearly a 
decade. Rep. Howard’s office can be reached 
using the following information: 

DISTRICT OFFICE 
MAILING ADDRESS:  
Rep. Terra Costa Howard 
913 S. Main St. 
Lombard, IL  60148 
Phone: (630) 812-9292 
Email: RepTCH48@gmail.com 
Website: 
https://ilga.gov/house/Rep.asp?GA=102&Me
mberID=2940 

NOTES 
1 Illinois Department of Transportation, “Illinois 

Route 53 at Illinois Route 56” (IDOT: 
https://www.idot.illinois.gov/projects/il53-at-il56). 

2 AskingLot.com, “How Effective Are Highway 
Sound Barriers?” (AskingLot.com: 
https://bit.ly/3yj8kma). 

3 Gary Bentrup, “Using Shrubs and Trees to Re-
duce Noise” (Arbor Day Foundation: 
https://bit.ly/3ymLRoA).

TWISTER!
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PART 1: PLANTING THE 
SEEDS OF THE FUTURE  

DUPAGE COUNTY, Ill.  -- DuPage 
County, a half hour drive west from 
Chicago, is known for its excellent 
living conditions. And the beating 

heart of that county, the Butterfield Road Cor-
ridor, is about to get an upgrade. 

The Butterfield Road Corridor (BRC) is a 
right-triangle-shaped area in the heart of DuPage 
County that encompasses some of the best shop-
ping, dining and accommodation in the Chica-
goland area. The top left of this triangle sits 
where highway I-355 passes over 22nd Street in 
the unincorporated Butterfield subdivision. 
From there it goes as far east as the Costco near 
Highway 83, and as far south as the XSport Fit-
ness on Finley Road. The hypotenuse of that tri-
angle follows the curve of highway I-88 east, 
nearly connecting with the northern side of the 
triangle at Highway 83 (see map, opposite page). 

The Corridor encompasses Yorktown Center, 
a large indoor and outdoor mall complex; Finley 
Square Mall, one of several strip malls; Oak 
Brook Promenade, a small but upscale outdoor 
mall; numerous restaurants and hotels, and a 
number of office buildings and other structures, 
all surrounded by large and relatively wealthy 
residential areas that support it all. 

The Butterfield Road Corridor is one of the 
largest, most prosperous and most successful 
combined retail, office, industrial and residen-
tial regions in the Chicagoland area. DuPage 
County, and especially the Village of Lom-
bard, have much to gain from renewing this 
vital area, which has yet to achieve its true po-
tential. 

THE VILLAGE OF LOMBARD 
According to a memorandum released by Wil-
liam J. Heniff, AICP, Director of Community 
Development for the Village of Lombard, Illi-
nois, it all started in 2019 when the Village of 
Lombard requested assistance from the Chi-
cago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
(CMAP) for assistance in developing the Cor-
ridor area. 

The Village of Lombard applied to CMAP’s 
Local Technical Assistance (LTA) program, as 
it is designed to provide local governments 
with planning assistance for local projects in 
the Chicago area. Lombard’s goal is to improve 
the quality of services in the region designated 
the Butterfield Road Corridor (BRC) as part of 
a strategic master plan.  

The Butterfield Road Corridor Strategic 
Master Plan includes parts of Lombard, 
Downers Grove and Oak Brook, all in DuPage 
County. This includes Yorktown Center re-
gional mall, as well as a large amount of office 
and multi-family development. 

“The Corridor has long been a major retail 
destination and economic driver for Lombard 
and DuPage County. The ongoing realignment 
of the retail sector and softening market for of-
fice space have altered the composition of the 
Corridor as property owners seek alternatives 
to traditional retail and office development,” 
Heniff said.  

Of particular note, Yorktown Center has 
seen a shift away from a retail-heavy mix of 
tenants toward more personal services and ex-
perience-based businesses. There has also been 
a significant increase in residential units within 
the area, as Apex 41 and the Yorktown Com-
mons properties have developed with large 
multi-family apartment complexes. The sub-
sequent Plan Commission petitions for that 
property have born this out. 

The Village has identified the following 
broad planning areas for additional study: 

• Analysis of transportation opportunities in 
light of increasing residential population, 
with particular emphasis on Pace bus service. 

• Consideration of pedestrian improvements, 
particularly connectivity between residential 
development and Yorktown Center. 

• Open space assessment, given there is cur-
rently limited recreational and passive park 
space in the Corridor. 

• Consideration of mobility needs for an aging 
population. 

Ensuring the long-term economic sustainability 
of the Butterfield Road Corridor is a primary 
objective for the Village of Lombard. Address-
ing the changing nature of retail and responding 
to the transformation of the corridor are key 
components of the larger planning effort being 
undertaken through the study. It is hoped that 
the public engagement efforts will establish a 
future vision that can be embraced by existing 
and future residents, property owners and busi-
nesses within the participating communities. 

THE CHICAGO METROPOLITAN 
AGENCY FOR PLANNING 
Katie Piotrowska, Associate Planner/Project 
Manager at CMAP, has been Lombard’s main 
point of contact for the Butterfield Road Corri-
dor proposal. Katie works with the seven 
counties of northeastern Illinois, including 
Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, 
McHenry, and Will Counties, and the 280 mu-
nicipalities within those counties. Lombard is 
one of those municipalities, located in east cen-
tral DuPage County.  

When asked about her role in the Butterfield 
Corridor initiative, Piotrowska said, “The Chi-
cago Metropolitan Agency for Planning is work-
ing with the Villages of Lombard, Downers 
Grove, Oak Brook, and DuPage County on cre-
ating a vision for the Butterfield Road Corridor.” 
Piotrowska said that the idea was envisioned by 
the Village of Lombard, who approached CMAP 
with the proposal. 

Piotrowska discussed CMAP’s desire to im-
prove economic development, residential de-
velopment, and transportation in and around 
the Corridor area, placing special emphasis on 
improvements to transportation services for 
residents in the area.  

“The Corridor plan will focus on enhancing 
the Corridor’s Pace bus service, improving 
transportation safety, not only for cars, but also 
for pedestrians and bicyclists, as well as en-
hancing multi-modal connections to nearby 
open space amenities, and exploring future 
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Yorktown Center is a large, two-level shop-
ping mall in Lombard with a large number of 
retail, dining, fitness and entertainment op-

tions, including over 150 specialty stores and 
20 restaurants, with many more nearby shop-

ping, dining, and accommodation options. 

DUPAGE COUNTY NEWS

THE BUTTERFIELD ROAD CORRIDOR

Finley Square mall is a 21-acre “power center” 
located in northern Downers Grove, just south 
of Lombard. This outdoor mall features over 30 
shopping and dining options including a collec-

tion of national retailers such as Bed Bath & 
Beyond, Five Below, and Michaels. 

The Oak Brook Promenade is a specialty retail 
and dining lifestyle center located in Oak 

Brook. This small but elegant outdoor mall has 
nationally renowned tenants featuring fine 
clothiers, jewelers, financial services, home 
furnishings, and both casual and fine dining. 

https://yorktowncenter.com
https://properties.federalrealty.com/property/finley-square-shopping-center/3313974
https://www.oakbrookpromenade.com


housing and economic development opportuni-
ties,” Piotrowska said. 

CMAP is currently in the beginning stages 
of the planning process, which includes com-
munity outreach and an analysis of existing 
conditions. Community input will be an impor-
tant component of the entire planning process 
and will help us develop recommendations for 
the corridor’s future. 

IMAGINEERING THE FUTURE 
Discussion with Piotrowska focused on im-
provements to transportation, mainly Pace 
buses with special routes specific to the Corri-
dor area. Safe walking and biking spaces were 
also seen as a priority, as well as multimodal 
transportation to make it easier for local res-
idents to reach those safe spaces. 

Also discussed was the introduction of more 
“green space” into the Corridor area in order to 
reduce the predominance of concrete sidewalks 

and asphalt parking lots that diminish the ex-
periential aspect of shopping at Yorktown ― 
and indeed, the entire Corridor area. 

The Corridor area, once largely natural prai-
rie, has been largely built over, with natural 
spaces becoming less and less available. Thus, 
the logical next step would not be to improve the 
quantity of shopping experiences, but the quality 
of shopping experiences by returning some of 
the area back to the natural prairie landscape. 

The introduction of more green space means 
adding more grass, bushes, trees, small parks, 
playgrounds, and quiet places where people can 
sit and rest and enjoy the outdoors before, dur-
ing and after enjoying the local amenities. This 
will have the effect of inspiring return trips to 
these positive experiences, resulting in im-
proved sales for local businesses, and improved 
tax revenues for local municipalities. 

The Yorktown Center complex includes an 
aging strip mall that sits on the northwest side of 

the mall area between Yorktown Center mall and 
Yorktown Apartments. This strip mall, which has 
been largely abandoned for years, was discussed 
as a good example of an area for improvement. 

The space would be ideal for a nice, open 
green space, perhaps an open-air farmer’s mar-
ket or fresh market. The area needs a nice, 
high-end market of some kind, not only for 
Yorktown shoppers, but also for the high-rise 
apartments nearby. Craft fairs, art shows, and 
all kinds of cultural events could also be held 
in this sizeable and largely unused space. 

Probably the best thing that the CMAP could 
do, in conjunction with affected municipalities, 
would be to engage in a campaign of “beautifi-
cation” for the Corridor area, reducing the bru-
tal effect of the numerous concrete islands 
dotting the Corridor with more green spaces. 

Next to that would be to improve walking 
and biking throughout the area in order to en-
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A map of the Butterfield Road Corridor, outlined in red. The corridor is bounded by I-355 along the left side of the map, Highway 83 along the 
right side, 22nd St. on the top, and I-88 defines its southern border, winding its way diagonally from northeast to southwest. 

Map courtesy of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning: https://engage.cmap.illinois.gov/butterfield-road-corridor-plan

PEDESTRIAN PATH  
TO ROUTE 53 

John Loper, DuPage County Divi-
sion of Transportation, also men-
tioned in the BRC interview that 

there are separate plans being consid-
ered to build a pedestrian path between 
Interstate 355 and Route 53 along the 
north side of Butterfield Rd. This would 
provide easier pedestrian access to the 
new Butterfield Park District facilities 
and other amenities in the area, as well 
as the Hidden Lake Forest Preserve just 
across the street.

EAST BRANCH  
DUPAGE RIVER TRAIL 

The East Branch DuPage River 
Trail (EBDRT) is a planned 28-
mile regional trail in central Du-

Page County. It is planned to connect to 
the Illinois Prairie Path and Great Western 
Trail, various parks, waterways, and rec-
reational areas along the east branch of the 
DuPage River. It may follow either the 
river, or Rt. 53 south to Butterfield Road.  

For more information, please visit them 
either at  http://www.eastbranchtrail.org 
or https://www.ebdrt.com 

BEYOND THE CORRIDOR
DuPage County is getting involved in a number of other initiatives around the Corridor area as well: 

For more information on DuPage County’s long-range planning for DuPage County, visit https://www.dupagecounty.gov/transplan/

Continued on page 20  

Butterfield residents will be 
familiar with the traffic issues on 

Lloyd Avenue. These issues stem from the 
lack of a stop sign along a stretch of Lloyd 
where drivers tend to speed, sometimes well 
over the speed limit. This has led to numerous 
near accidents over the years. As a result of 
numerous complaints from residents, DuPage 
County has been discussing a stop sign im-
provement study for Lloyd Avenue. They 

have since discussed doing a study of 
the issue with Milton Township, 

though progress on this 
report is uncertain.

STOP SIGNS FOR 
LLOYD UPDATE

https://engage.cmap.illinois.gov/butterfield-road-corridor-plan
http://www.eastbranchtrail.org
https://www.ebdrt.com
https://www.dupagecounty.gov/transplan/
https://engage.cmap.illinois.gov/butterfield-road-corridor-plan


By James Knight 
his is the first of a series of 

articles on the rise of Western 
Civilization that we are publishing in 

order to help set the tone for the type of 
publication we want to be ― a guardian 

and propagator of the values of Western 
culture. This is the core concept of our new 
news journal, a news journal that publishes 

not only important local news, but also more 
thoughtful articles on a variety of subjects re-
lated to what Western Civilization ― our civ-
ilization ― is, and how it came to be. This first 
article, “300 Spartans & the Rise of the West”, 
reminds us of the high price of freedom, and 
what our ancient forerunners, the Greeks, had 
to do to ensure the West remained free. 

Introduction 

By the time of the rise of the Greek city-states 
around 1500 b.c., the history of the West and 
its unique worldview had already been long in 
formation. Law codes and related writings ex-
isted in the ancient world for thousands of 
years, but it was around this time that the 
higher ideals of reason and justice truly began 
to manifest themselves in the minds of men. 
These rare and fleeting thoughts required the 
development of an intellectual class to contem-
plate them, and skilled artisans to literally set 
them in stone. This was done not only for fu-
ture generations to remember, but also to pro-
tect these ideas from the relentless, erosive 
onslaught of ignorance, forgetfulness, and the 
tyranny of the enemies of freedom, who ever 
seek to enslave the minds of men. 

During the time of the Greeks, the idea of ab-
solute, unyielding rules based upon transcendent, 
unchanging principles had begun to manifest 
themselves in the minds of men and, through 
them, into human society at large. It was as if the 
gods of the Greeks were using these wise men to 
inoculate the people under their sway against the 
mind control techniques so often employed by 
the tyrants of the East to keep their populations 
enslaved. In time, this mental fitness training, 
better known today as “education”, formed the 
basis for the introduction of the idea into society 
that individuals had rights and freedoms that 
made them separate from the nameless, faceless 
mass of humanity that their ancestors had left be-
hind in the East ― that they were “individuals”. 

This concept of individualism, previously un-
known in the ancient world, became a core com-
ponent of Western thought, written deep into the 
minds of Western thinkers like cuneiform letters 
written deep into clay tablets. Indeed, in this 
context, the very act of writing, so much a part of 
the Western revolution against the East, could be 
seen as a rebellion against tyranny, as writing is 
in fact an expression of independent thought that 
indicates a mind that is yearning to be free. And a 
free mind is the the greatest enemy of tyranny. 

What Is “The West”? 
By the time of the Greeks, the West had already 
begun to develop its own unique culture sep-
arate from that of the East. This began some 
time after humanity had begun migrating north 
out of Africa many thousands of years ago. 
Moving north up through the ancient Near East 

past the Mediterranean Sea, some migrated east 
towards Asia, others migrated west towards Eu-
rope, splitting into the two primary geographical 
divisions of humanity ― the East and the West. 
Over time, this vast physical separation led to a 
vast cultural separation that exists to this day. 

This cultural division between West and East 
also has a corresponding physical line of demar-
cation ― a narrow sea strait between southeastern 
Europe and northwestern Turkey that connects the 
Black Sea with the Aegean Sea known as the Hel-
lespont.1 It is this line of demarcation that has 
served as the physical, political and cultural border 
between the West and the East since ancient times. 

Over time, those who migrated west across 
the Hellespont, escaping the tyrants that ruled 
the East, began to develop more independent 
ways of thinking as well as  methods for safe-
guarding this new “safe space" of freedom of 
thought that they had created for themselves in 
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A map showing the expansion of early modern humans out of Africa. By the time of the Greeks, hu-
manity had been migrating out of Africa into other parts of the world for thousands of years. Over 
time, the division and isolation of humanity into the western and eastern hemispheres resulted in 

different worldviews being developed in both the West and the East. This in turn resulted in signifi-
cantly different ways of thinking and living and, ultimately, conflict over whose way was best.

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/their-footsteps-human-migration-out-africa
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24562884


the rugged mountains of Greece. These free 
thinking peoples, in Greece and throughout Eu-
rope, became collectively known as “The 
West", whose patterns of thought were dom-
inated by ideas of freedom and liberty, and of 
ways to defend themselves from losing that lib-
erty and falling back under the same tyranny 
that their fathers had fought so hard to escape. 

The Western Worldview 
Thus it was that the Western worldview was 
born out of the belief, based upon their experi-
ences in the East, that individual rights are 
more important than the rights of the majority. 
In the Western worldview, the individual is 
king, and has rights and freedoms written in 
stone that protect them from the madness of 
crowds, from the whims of the mob, from the 
low, brutish, and uncivilized ways that were so 

typical of their experience in the East. 
Those peoples who once lived in the ancient 

Near East, while they gradually migrated north 
from Africa through what would later become 
ancient Israel, grew tired of living under the whip 
of the latest Eastern tyrant, and being bullied by 
his slave masters, yearning instead for the free-
dom to find their own destinies. These are they 
that turned to the West, away from the tyranny of 
the East that held sway over the entire eastern 
hemisphere. Across the straits of the Hellespont 
they fled, to hide in the rugged mountains and 
deep forests of Greece, building defenses to pro-
tect themselves from the tyrants that they knew 
would eventually come to try to re-enslave them.  

In sum, the Western worldview was shaped 
not only by the intellectual history of the West, 
but also by the very land they lived in. Unlike the 
East, which is largely vast, flat plains, low-rolling 
steppe, and barren deserts, Greece was rugged 

and mountainous, with many safe places to hide 
from those who would try to enslave them. 
There, high in the mountains, they would create 
places of safety defended by rugged rocks, easily 
defendable from the Eastern hordes that would 
otherwise overrun and destroy even the mightiest 
warriors. So it was that the geography of Greece 
was a major factor in the survival of what would 
later become the Western worldview.  

Geography plays a critical role in shaping civ-
ilizations, and this is particularly true of an-
cient Greece. The Greek peninsula has two 
dis tinctive geo gra phic features that  in-
fluenced the development of Greek society.... 
Greece's mountainous terrain led to the de-
velopment of the polis (city-state), begin-
ning about 750 b.c. The high mountains 
made  it very difficult for people to travel or 
communicate. Therefore, each polis devel-
oped independently and, often, very differ-
ently from one  another. Eventually, the 
polis became the structure by which people 
organized themselves. Athens and Sparta 
are two good examples of city-states that 
contrasted greatly with each other.2 
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A map showing the 10 major Greek city-states and the area where the Thermopylae, or “Hot Gates” 
are located, where the Spartan King Leonidas leveraged the mountainous Greek terrain to offset his 

lesser numbers, delaying the Persians long enough to give the Greek population time to retreat to 
their defenses. The location where the Persian King Xerxes built a bridge over the Hellespont is also 

indicated on the top right. (Note that Syracuse (5) was actually located on what is now Sicily.)

There were over a thousand 
city-states in ancient Greece, 

the primary ones being:  
 

  Athína (Athens) 
  Spárti (Sparta) 
  Kórinthos (Corinth) 
  Thíva (Thebes) 
  Siracusa (Syracuse) 
  Égina (Aegina) 
  Ródos (Rhodes) 
  Árgos 
  Erétria, and  
  Elis

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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THE GREEK  
CITY-STATES

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/greek-city-states


The Polis 
It is from the Greek 
word for “city”, polis, 
that we get such Eng-
lish words as politics, 
police, and metropol-
itan, among others. 
The word polis became 
the embodiment of the 
concept of civilized 
life in the West, the 
concept of the polis be-
coming an influence 
on the development of 
the later Roman word 
civitas, (“city, civic, 
civil”). As was so often 
the case, the Greeks 
pioneered the concept, 
and the Romans put it 
into practice, imposing 
Greek ideas and civ-
ilization upon the rest 
of Europe by force. 
Thus Europe was ef-
fectively architected by the Greeks, and its 
foundations were built by the Romans. 

Of these, Athens and Sparta were the preem-
inent, and frequent rivals for control of the 
whole of Greece. But the same rugged terrain 
that protected the Greek city-states from en-
slavement by the warlords of the East also pro-
tected them from each other, and so the city 
states, unable to conquer each other and become 
one united Greece, became instead more and 
more entrenched, isolated, and almost as differ-
ent from each other as the West is from the East. 

Each city-state ruled itself. They differed 
greatly from each other in governing phi-
losophies and interests. For example, 
Sparta was ruled by two kings and a coun-
cil of elders. It emphasized maintaining a 
strong military, while Athens valued edu-
cation and art. In Athens every male cit-
izen had the right to vote, so they were 
ruled by a democracy. Rather than have a 
strong army, Athens maintained their 
navy. Greek city-states likely developed 
because of the physical geography of the 
Mediterranean region. The landscape fea-
tures rocky, mountainous land and many 
islands. These physical barriers caused 
population centers to be relatively isolated 
from each other. The sea was often the 
easiest way to move from place to place. 
Another reason city-states formed, rather 
than a central, all-encompassing mon-
archy, was that the Greek aristocracy 
strove to maintain their city-states’ inde-
pendence and to unseat any potential ty-
rants.3 

The Greek aversion to centralized control that in-
evitably leads to tyranny led to the development 
of a philosophy where each person must have a 
say in decisions that affect their lives. History 
showed the Greeks that only a safe, stable loca-
tion where freedom of thought and expression 
was protected could provide the sort of psycho-
logical environment where sophisticated thought 
and expression could make themselves manifest. 
In the East this was nearly impossible, as the 
higher critical functions of their brains, where so-
phisticated thoughts are made manifest, were 
being inhibited by the constant environment of 

fear that they had had to endure during their time 
in the East. But in the relative safety of the moun-
tains of Greece, where the fear of imminent 
danger had been removed, their “higher selves” 
could now be expressed, and the delicate flower 
of democracy could finally sprout. 

The Flowering  
of Democracy 
507  Out of the fertile soil of Greek 

thought, where the individual 
had rights and freedoms and 

the right to make decisions for themselves, the 

flower of democracy 
soon began to grow. 
Having escaped the 
East and judgment by 
the whims of tyrants, 
and also having had to 
depose tyrants from 
within Greece itself, 
the Greeks were eager 
to make their own 
voices heard. And 
now, for the first time 
in history, they had the 
chance to make their 
ideals real. 

Democracy first ap-
peared in 507 b.c. in 
Athens, the chief of the 
Greek city-states, intro-
duced by a leader of 
Athens named Cleis-
thenes.4  

The Greek word δη-
μοκρατία, dēmo kratiā, 
from dēmos, “people”, 
and kratos, “rule” or 

“power”, literally means a rule by the people di-
rectly, with no ruling class whatsoever. The sys-
tem that Cleisthenes created was very close to 
being a true democracy, similar to modern de-
mocracies, except the people had more direct 
control over decision making. 

In the year 507 b.c., the Athenian leader 
Cleisthenes introduced a  system of polit-
ical reforms that he called demokratia, or 
“rule by the  people” (from demos, “the 
people,” and kratos, or “power”). It was 
the first known democracy in the world. 
This  system was comprised of three sep-
arate institutions: the Ekklesia, a  sov-
ereign governing body that wrote laws and 
dictated foreign policy;  the Boule, a coun-
cil of representatives from the ten Athe-
nian tribes and  the Dikasteria, the popular 
courts in which citizens argued cases  be-
fore a group of lottery-selected jurors. Al-
though this Athenian  democracy would 
survive for only two centuries, its inven-
tion by  Cleisthenes, “The Father of De-
mocracy,” was one of ancient Greece’s 
most  enduring contributions to the mod-
ern world. The Greek system of direct  de-
mocracy would pave the way for 
representative democracies across the  
globe.5 

The early Greek system was similar to our sys-
tem of government, except there was no ex-
ecutive branch, only legislative and judicial, no 
doubt due to the abuses of recent tyrants who 
would otherwise be part of an executive 
branch. In order to participate in the demokra-
tia, one had to be a native of Athens, a male, 
and free ― that is, not a slave. These men also 
had to have an Athenian father and a free 
mother.6 Historians have estimated that there 
were probably around 30,000 males who qual-
ified to serve in the governments, around 5,000 
of which might regularly attend meetings of the 
Ekklesia, or the Assembly, which was the rough 
equivalent of our U.S. House of Representa-
tives. They could also be selected by lot to 
serve on the Boule, the “Council of 500”, which 
was a group of 500 men who were the rough 
equivalent of our modern U.S. Senate. They 
could also be called to serve on juries for the 
Dikasteria courts.7 
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A view of the Parthenon Temple and Odeon of Herodes Atticus on Acropolis Hill at sunset,  
Athens, Greece. Athens was the greatest of the Greek poleis, or “city-states”. 

A marble relief portraying the goddess of De-
mocracy, possibly the goddess Athena (the pa-
tron goddess of Athens) or the goddess Peitho, 
crowning the people of Athens. This symbol-
ized the supremacy of the will of the people 

over that of tyrants ― the essence of true de-
mocracy― as being “the will of the gods”.  
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The  
Golden Age 

460 T h i s 
pris tine 
f o r m 

of early democracy, 
which was essentially 
“headless”, without any 
sort of President or 
equivalent title as part 
of its architecture, lasted 
for around 47 years. 
Then, around 460 b.c., 
a brilliant and charis-
matic general by the 
name of Pericles rose to 
power, under whose 
rule Ath ens’ pure de-
mocracy began to 
evolve into more of an 
aristocracy. “Around 
460 B.C., under the rule 
of the general Pericles 
(generals were among the only public officials 
who were elected, not appointed) Athenian de-
mocracy began to evolve into something that we 
would call an aristocracy: the rule of what Hero-
dotus called ‘the one man, the best.’”8 

Thus a sort of “Presidential” role made itself 
manifest in the Athenian governmental struc-
ture, which beforehand had been either a de-
mocracy, with no single leader, or a tyranny, 
with one leader running everything. Now, 
under the brilliant general Pericles, who could 
be compared with George Washington in the 
level of respectability, brilliance, natural talent, 
exceptional charisma, and oratorical skills he 
displayed, a true executive branch could be 
formed. Athenian culture had finally produced 
a man worthy of the office, and now the full 
flowering of Athenian democracy, and the peak 
of Athenian culture, began to unfold.9 

The reason that the ascent of Pericles to 
power indicated a move towards aristocracy in 
the Athenian government was due to the fact 
that Pericles was born into an aristocratic 
family. As such, he ran in the same circles as 
famous artists and philosophers, who had a 
powerful influence on his intellectual growth. 

Aristocracy, or “the rule of a few”, is a sort of 
“benevolent tyranny,” where an enlightened 
ruler, surrounded by a group of learned men, 
makes all the important decisions that he feels 
are in the best interest the people. Pericles and 
his advisors also set the agenda for Athens at 
the national level, leaving the more mundane 
day-to-day decisions to the Ekklesia and the 
Boule.10 

Though the concern may have been that Per-
icles would have devolved into just another dic-
tator, his superior education and access to great 
artists and philosophers turned him into more 
of a true Renaissance man, an enlightened 
thinker who was more concerned about the 
welfare of the people than himself. This ap-
pears to be one of the key attributes of a truly 
effective leader, as Pericles proved to be per-
haps the most successful leader in Athenian his-
tory, well known for the populist views that 
made him so popular. Under his rule, Athens 
experienced a “golden age” that Greece had 
never seen before, and has never seen since. 

Unfortunately such things cannot last, and the 
death of Pericles in 429 b.c. led to the rapid de-
cline of the quality of life in Athens, as his pol-

icies were quickly 
abandoned, his more 
enlightened, aristocra -
tic approach replaced 
by mob rule. Both the 
Ekklesia and the Boule 
abandoned  principle in 
fear of the mob, bow-
ing to the whims of the 
crowd to save them-
selves from personal 
retribution. This ap-
proach, where the rule 
of law was replaced by 
the rule of the mob, 
must necessarily fail, as 
the average person has 
no idea of how to gov-
ern properly. And so, 
failure was inevitable, 
and Greece never again 
attained the cultural 
heights it had achieved 
under Pericles.11 

 

The End of Democracy 
322 Even the most beautiful flower 

must eventually fade. Though 
460 b.c. was officially the end 

of the brief flowering of what could be called a 
“pure” democracy, the democratic ideal remained 
alive in ancient Greece for well over a century 
longer. A form of democratic government re-
mained in place until 322 b.c. until Athens was 
defeated by Macedonia, and the Macedonians 
imposed an oligarchic government upon Athens. 
Democracy in any form would then not reappear 
again in Greece until the 1970s.12 

The democratic ideal was not dead, however. 
Athens’ democracy was extremely influential 
not only in the later Roman Republic, but 
throughout the Mediterranean. Other Greek city-
states also were heavily influenced by the Athe-
nian form of democracy. “One of the Athenian 
democracy’s major legacies was its influence on 
the Roman Republic, which lasted until 27 B.C. 
The Roman Republic took the idea of direct de-
mocracy and amended it to create a representa-
tive democracy.”13  
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Greek civilization reached its apex under Pericles. The premiere example of this is the Parthenon 
(above) which he built as a temple to Athena Parthenos (“Athena the Maiden”) ca. 447–438 b.c.

Pericles makes a speech for the crowd. Pericles was renowned for his oratorical skills, and his incredible knowledge and skills led Athens into a 
“golden age” of democratic enlightenment. 
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The Greco-Persian Wars 
Now that we have seen an important period of 
Greek history from the perspective of peace, let us 
now roll back to an earlier time in Greek history 
to view Greek history from the perspective of war.  

The Greco-Persian Wars were started by Darius 
I, the King of Persia in 492 b.c., though the pre-
cursors for the war started as early as 499 b.c., with 
the Ionian Revolt. The Greco-Persian Wars were 
fought between the Greeks and the Persians, last-
ing between 492 and 449 b.c., though the fighting 
was most intense between 490 b.c. and 479 b.c.  

Though the Persians wrought a substantial 
amount of destruction on the Greek mainland, the 
Greeks ultimately triumphed, driving the Per-
sians back to Persia and even liberating some of 
the Greek city-states on the western frontier of 
Persia. Though the Persians had superior 
numbers, the Greeks had superior quality, a sav-
ing grace that would become the hallmark of 
Western superiority for 
thousands of years.  499 Earlier 

Persian 
k i n g s 

had conquered as far as 
Macedonia, a region in 
northeastern Greece it-
self, but now in 499 
b.c., Darius faced up-
risings in the Greek 
areas of Asia Minor, a 
series of city-states 
along the western edge 
of what is now modern 
Turkey. This uprising, 
known as The Ionian 
Revolt, lasted from 
499–493 b.c. And even 
though it was unsuc-
cessful, it proved to be 
of great value to the 
Greeks because it post-
poned the Persian at-
tack on Greece, giving 
the numerous city-
states of Greece the 
time to unite in com-
mon cause to repel the 
Persian threat.14 

490 The first major land battle in 
the Greco-Persian Wars was the 
Battle of Marathon in 490 b.c. 

The Persian threat definitely brought them 
closer together, and their will to resist was 
greatly strengthened as a result.  

The Persians had sent an invasion force of 
25,000 fighters to capture the Greek cities of 
Euboea, Carystus and Eretria. They had then 
proceeded on to the Plain of Marathon in north-
east Attica, landing unopposed. The Plain of 
Marathon was just northeast of Athens, so the 
Athenians had to act decisively.  

The 10,000 Athenians that guarded Athens, 
with their superior bronze weapons and armor, 
easily defeated the Persians, who were armed 
with short spears and armored only with 
wicker shields and padded armor. The Persians 
were routed, losing 6,400 of their original 
force of 25,000, the Greeks only losing 192 
men.15 

The Expedition of Xerxes 

480 The second major land battle in 
the Greco-Persian wars, The 
Battle of Thermopylae in 480 

b.c., was part of The Second Persian Invasion of 
Greece, otherwise known as The Expedition of 
Xerxes. No doubt enraged by his father’s defeat 
at The Battle of Marathon, in 480 b.c. Darius’ son 
Xerxes the Great assembled a massive army of 
upwards of 300,000 men for a war of total con-
quest against the Greeks. Xerxes was known for 
his fits of rage, and such an affront would have 
been completely unacceptable to him. Revenge 
was on his mind, over and above the typical East-
ern tyrant’s obsessive need to re-enslave the West 
and destroy their selfish ideas of freedom and lib-
erty. So, the next great conflict between the West 
and the East was clearly about to begin, a battle 
to decide what direction the world would take ― 

towards liberty, or to-
wards tyranny.  

In order to get his 
massive army across 
the Hellespont, Xerxes 
connected together hun-
dreds of ships to create 
a bridge across the 
strait.16 Bridging the 
Hellespont was a major 
milestone in West/East 
history, as never before 
had the physical divi-
sion between West and 
East been removed. It 
was as if Xerxes in-
tended to eliminate the 
division between West 
and East altogether in 
order to make it easier 
to conquer the entire 
world, which was in 
fact his goal. The East 
was redoubling its ef-
forts to re-enslave the 
West, and to oppose this 
latest assertion of East-
ern tyranny the Greeks 
rose up to become the 
very first Guardians of 
the West. 
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The 300 Spartan warriors that served as the elite bodyguard for King Leonidas at The Battle of Thermopylae. 
The Western Worldview openly uses linear thought patterns and methods so that the enemies of freedom will “get the point” and back off.  

The West relies on fewer, better-quality forces and superior strategy & logistics to guarantee victory and remain free. Image from “300” (2006). 

WHAT IS DEMOCRACY?

T he word democracy comes 
from the Greek words demos, 
meaning people, and kratos 
meaning power; so democracy 

can be thought of as “power of the people” ― 
a way of governing which depends on the will 
of the people. 

There are so many different models of 
democratic government around the world 
that it is sometimes easier to understand the 
idea of democracy in terms of what it defi-
nitely is not. Democracy, then, is not autoc-
racy or dictatorship, where one person rules; 
and it is not oligarchy, where a small seg-
ment of society rules. Properly understood, 
democracy should not even be “rule of the 
majority”, if that means that minorities’ in-
terests are ignored completely. A democ-
racy, at least in theory, is government on 
behalf of all the people, according to their 
“will”. 

The idea of democracy derives its moral 
strength ― and popular appeal ― from two 
key principles: 

1.Individual autonomy: The idea that 
no-one should be subject to rules 
which have been imposed by others. 

People should be able to control their own 
lives (within reason). 2. Equality: The idea that everyone 

should have the same opportunity 
to influence the decisions that af-

fect people in society. 
These principles are intuitively appeal-

ing, and they help to explain why democ-
racy is so popular. Of course we feel it is 
fair that we should have as much chance as 
anyone else to decide on common rules! 

The problems arise when we consider 
how the principles can be put into practice, 
because we need a mechanism for deciding 
how to address conflicting views. Because it 
offers a simple mechanism, democracy tends 
to be “rule of the majority”; but rule of the 
majority can mean that some people’s inter-
ests are never represented.  
Source: https://www.coe.int/en/web/ 
compass/democracy 
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300 Spartans 

The Spartan King Leonidas, realizing the Per-
sian threat to their liberty, and even to their ex-
istence, knew that he had to act decisively or 
else Athens, Sparta, and perhaps all Greece 
were in danger of being totally destroyed by the 
massive Persian army that was crossing over 
the Hellespont. Bound by his own country’s 
laws, which prevented the army from being 
taken into battle on the feast days of the Kar-
neia religious festival, King Leonidas instead 
decided to take a personal bodyguard of 300 of 
the best of the Spartan hoplites to try to hold 
off the Persian advance long enough for all the 
Greeks to retreat to safety. He (and some other 
Greek leaders who allied with him) chose the 
Thermopylae, a narrow strip of land less than 
50 feet wide between the mountains and the 
sea, to make their stand.17 

However, though the 300 Spartans were the 
best of the best, they did not stand alone. In 
fact, they had around 7,000 auxiliary forces 
with them which, though still a paltry number 
against the huge Persian army, did make a dif-
ference in the narrow confines of the Thermo-
pylae, or “Hot Gates”.  Here, numbers counted 
for nothing ― quality trumped quantity, and it 
was now time for these early Knights of the 
West to show their quality.  

The pass of Thermopylae, located 150 km 
north of Athens, was an excellent choice for 
defense with steep mountains running 
down into the sea leaving only a narrow 
marshy area along the coast. The pass had 
also been fortified by the local Phokians 
who built a defensive wall running from the 
so-called Middle Gate down to the sea. The 
wall was in a state of ruin, but the Spartans 
made the best repairs they could in the cir-
cumstances. It was here, then, in a 15-metre 
wide gap with a sheer cliff protecting their 
left flank and the sea on their right, that the 
Greeks chose to make a stand against the 
invading army. Having somewhere in the 
region of 80,000 troops at his disposal, the 
Persian king, who led the invasion in per-
son, first waited four days in expectation 
that the Greeks would flee in panic. When 
the Greeks held their position, Xerxes once 
again sent envoys to offer the defenders a 

last chance to surrender without bloodshed 
if the Greeks would only lay down their 
arms. Leonidas’ bullish response to Xerxes 
request was molōn labe or “come and get 
them” and so battle commenced.18 

The Spartan method of warfare was straight 
and to the point, just like the logic the Greeks 
used as their guiding principle. Never was the 
Western point of view presented in such stark 
terms as it was in ancient Greece, straight and 
to the point, just like the spears that they used 

in battle. And the most extreme expression of 
the Greek worldview were the Spartans, who 
were the head of that spear. And Leonidas and 
his bodyguard of 300 Spartans were the cold, 
ruthless tip of that spear.  

Whereas the Athenians were the best at mak-
ing pointed arguments defeat the enemy’s ideas, 
the Spartans were the best at making pointed 
spears defeat the enemy’s soldiers. It was as if, 
over many centuries, the two main city-states, 
Athens and Sparta, focused on their respective 
core strengths, sharpening them to the finest pos-
sible point so as to best defend Greece, and the 
West, against the inevitable onslaught of the East 
and their obsessive desire to enslave mankind.  

Predictably, the Persian fighting style also 
closely mirrored the Persian philosophy, based 
upon the Eastern philosophy that the group is 
more important than the individual, that the in-
dividual has no rights, and is expendable for the 
greater good of the group ― the exact opposite 
of the Greek philosophy where the group fights 
to defend the rights of the individual.  

The Persians started off using massed archers, 
firing thousands of arrows at the enemy ranks in 
the hope that they would wear the enemy down 
to a more manageable force. However, their light 
bows and light arrows were ineffective against 
the bronze armor of the hoplites. “Indeed, Spar-
tan indifference is epitomized by Dieneces, who, 
when told that the Persian arrows would be so 
dense as to darken the sun, replied that in that 
case the Spartans would have the pleasure of 
fighting in the shade.”19 

The Persian infantry, per the Eastern philoso-
phy, were basically treated as expendable. As was 
discussed previously regarding the low quality of 
the troops that the Persians fielded at The Battle 
of Marathon, the large majority of the hapless 
Persian infantry at The Battle of Thermopylae 
carried short spears and were lightly armored 
with wicker shields and padded armor. That, 
combined with the heavily armed and armored 
hoplites and their machine-like precision ma-
neuvers, resulted in the slaughter of thousands of 
Persians in the first day of The Battle of Thermo-
pylae alone, for a total of 20,000 by the end of 
the three-day battle.20 The use of huge masses of 
lightly armed and armored troops was clearly in-
dicative of the lack of concern for human life that 
was so typical of the Eastern warlords, a philos-
ophy that remains in place to this day.  
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The Ten Thousand Immortals, the elite force of the Persian army of the Achaemenid Empire, as depicted in the movie “300”.  
The Eastern Worldview relies on lies, corruption, and deception to weaken their enemies prior to attacking.  

Though numerically superior, the quality of their troops is inferior, so they must rely on sinister means to attain victory. Image from“300” (2006).

An image of a Greek hoplite painted on the bot-
tom of a Siana-style cup, ca. 6th century b.c.  

The Siana style is named after the city of 
Siana, on the island of Rhodes, the largest of 

the Dodecanese islands of Greece. Source: An-
cient Art & Architecture Collection Ltd/Alamy.

Molon Labe (Ancient Greek: μολὼν λαβέ, 
molṑn labé), “come and take them” is a fa-
mous phrase attributed to the Spartan King 

Leonidas in reply to the demand by Xerxes that 
the Spartans surrender their weapons. It has 

since remained in Western parlance as a clas-
sical expression of defiance against tyranny. 
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The two opposing armies were essentially 
representative of the two approaches to 
Classical warfare ― Persian warfare fa-
vored long-range assault using archers fol-
lowed up with a cavalry charge, whilst the 
Greeks favored heavily-armored hoplites, 
arranged in a densely packed formation 
called the phalanx, with each man carrying 
a heavy round bronze shield and fighting 
at close quarters using spears and swords. 
The Persian infantry carried a lightweight 
(often crescent-shaped) wicker shield and 
were armed with a long dagger or bat-
tleaxe, a short spear, and composite bow.... 
Although the Persians had enjoyed the 
upper hand in previous contests during the 

recent Ionian revolt, the terrain at Thermo-
pylae would better suit Greek warfare.21 

Day 1 On the first day, after 
launching a totally in-
effective barrage of ar-

rows from 5,000 archers, Xerxes sent in the 
Median and Kissian infantry ― lightly ar-
mored troops who were so badly outclassed 
that they were described as being “cut to rib-
bons” by the merciless machinery of the Spar-
tan phalanx.22 And even though Xerxes hurled 
them at the Spartans in human waves of 
10,000 at a time, the much shorter spears and 
much weaker shields of the Persian soldiers 
were unable to contend successfully with the 

huge bronze shields and long spears of the 
Spartan and other hoplites. In fact, the mis-
match was so great, that though the Persians 
lost many thousands that day, the Spartans 
lost only two or three, if that.23  

Day 2 Xerxes ordered another 
attack on the following 
day, using the same 

failed pattern as the previous day, except this time 
he included his best infantry, the “10,000 Immor-
tals”. The Eastern strategy of warfare, which uses 
human wave attacks comprised of masses of 
poorly armed, poorly armored, and poorly trained 
troops, proved to be ineffective in this situation, 
even when reinforced by the Immortals. After 

16

The world will know 
that free men stood against a tyrant. 

That few stood against many. 
And before this battle is over... 

that even a god-king can bleed. 
~ Leonidas, King of Sparta

THE WESTERN WORLDVIEW

The Western worldview makes itself manifest in logic and individual freedom. It is all about educating and enlightening humanity in order to el-
evate them. By encouraging men to imagine great things, the Greeks helped build the foundations of the great civilizations of the West.  

(Quote and image are from the film “300” (2006). It was inspired by the Greek (Spartan) worldview of that time, and is not a direct quote from Leonidas.)
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another day of slaughter, Xerxes was forced to re-
tire and meet with his advisors, including some 
traitorous Greeks, to seek a new strategy. “Thorax 
the Thessalian and Calliades and Timaphernes, 
the leaders of the Trachinians, who were present 
with their forces, were summoned by Xerxes to-
gether with Demaratus and Hegias the Ephesian, 
who told him that the Spartans could never be de-
feated unless they were surrounded.”24 So, since 
a frontal assault was now out of the question, a 
way had to be found to surround the Spartans.  

Day 3 The Spartans had ef-
fectively put together 
the ultimate defense, as 

perfect as any soldier could hope for. Only a 

traitor could have changed the outcome of this 
battle, and unfortunately one arose, a local 
shepherd by the name of Ephialtes, a faithless 
traitor whose only interest was personal gain.  

Ephialtes informed the Persians of an alternate 
route around the Spartans ― a trail called the 
Anopeia path, a shepherd’s path that led over the 
mountains south of Thermopylae ― that joined 
with the main road again behind the Greeks. This 
would allow the Persians to open up an additional 
front behind the Greek position so they could be 
attacked from both sides, effectively surrounded. 

Realizing this, Leonidas realized that their 
advantage against the Persians was lost, and he 
ordered the majority of the Greek forces to re-

treat, leaving behind only the survivors of the 
original 300 Spartans, along with 700 Thespian 
hoplites and 400 Theban hoplites to form a 
rearguard for the retreat.  

King Leonidas and the 300 fought bravely, 
but they died to a man, beaten down by wave 
after wave of Persian warriors, and finally fin-
ished off by a barrage of arrows. The Oracle of 
Delphi had been proven right, that either a Spar-
tan king must fall, or all of Sparta must fall. 
Sparta survived to fight again another day, 
thanks to the sacrificial act of King Leonidas 
and his 300, who gave their last breath in the 
fight for freedom.  
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Embrace me as your king and as your god. 
You will find I am kind. 

Unlike the cruel Leonidas, 
who demands that you stand... 
I require only that you kneel. 

~ Xerxes the Great, King of Persia

THE EASTERN WORLDVIEW

The Eastern worldview makes itself manifest in mysticism and tyranny. It is all about confusing and degrading humanity in order to enslave them. 
Through mind control techniques playing on their fears and baser desires, the tyrants of the East cause men to become weak and easily enslaved.  
(Quote and image are from the film “300” (2006). It was inspired by the Persian worldview of that time, and is not a direct quote from Xerxes.)

Continued on page 19  

W E S T E R N   L I V I N G

300 Spartans 

https://300.fandom.com/wiki/300_(film)
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FAMILY FAIR
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SUDOKU

CROSSWORD

ACROSS 
1. It might interrupt a  
    sentence 
7. Clowns, at times 
15. Declined 
16. Clearing 
17. Go places 
18. Disgraces 
19. United in a cause 
20. They don't persevere 
21. Bad marks 
22. Sudden jet 
24. “Ah” 
25. Anew 
27. Work on the street 
28. Writes 
29. Infatuates 
30. “A to Z Mysteries” kids’ 
     books author __ Roy 
31. Son of, in Hebrew names 
32. Settled (down) 
36. Deli choice 
41. “__ with a View” 
42. Overjoyed 
43. Some mil. personnel 
44. Part of a Yale cheer 
45. Asian wrap 
46. More than just pause 
48. Eponymous Dutch  
     explorer 
50. Pithy pitch 
51. Barley tea 
52. “Spanglish” costar 
53. Fixes 
54. Completed the bill 
55. Gaucho gear 

DOWN 
1. Chihuahua and Campeche 
2. James's costar in  
    “Destry Rides Again” 
3. Speech 
4. Counsels 
5. Old blade 
6. Remains true 
7. With 36-Down,  
    “The Village” actor 
8. Improvement 
9. Understand 
10. Punkie, e.g. 
11. Congregations 
12. Former Mexican  
      president Zedillo 
13. Fall back 
14. Smart alecks 
23. Puppet 
26. Relevant, in law 
27. Uses for a month, say 
29. Splash 
31. Semitic god 
32. Bach's “Christen, ätzet  
      diesen Tag” is one 
33. Like some formal  
      entrances 
34. Mope, say 
35. White German wine 
36. See 7-Down 
37. Waters near Byrd Land 
38. Immovable 
39. 1966 Supreme Court  
      case notable 
40. Not a good reception 
42. Curia __: Papal offices 
44. Narrow-minded sort 
47. Pigeon tail? 
49. “Darling, Je Vous ______  
      Beaucoup”

DISCOVER THE EAST BRANCH 
DUPAGE RIVER TRAIL 
SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 11 A.M. – 3 P.M.  

 EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT THIS COMMUNITY EVENT  

Since the 1980s, DuPage County has been planning and developing 
the East Branch DuPage River Greenway Trail. See for yourself 
the potential alignments of south of 22nd Street on a guided tour, 
courtesy of Friends of the East Branch DuPage River Trail. 

Bring the whole family for a gentle walking or bike tour. Learn what’s al-
ready been done, what’s coming, and how you can support the efforts to 
make this long-planned recreational greenway trail a reality.  

• RSVP here to sign up for a tour on Saturday June 4. Tours will run every half 
hour or so to allow folks to view the potential alignments south of 22nd Street and 
north of Butterfield Road. We look forward to seeing you! Phone: 630-835-6959 

• RAIN DATE: June 5 in case of inclement weather.  

• SEE PAGE 2 of this publication for more details. 

☞☞

Welcome to our Family Fair Section! This section will con-
tain lighter fare, including information about local festi-
vals, events, and yes, fairs both in DuPage County and 

throughout the Chicagoland area. It will also have various puzzles, 
games, and other family-friendly content for both young and old. 

This section will continue to grow as our news journal grows, and we 
will be adding a comics section as well as some other nice features. 
  Ol’ JibJab the Jester to our left here will help keep the section light 

and lively, providing a comic foil for our stoic Guardian who keeps 
watch over all. He may even have his own special section if all goes well, so let us know 
if you want to see more of him. Also, if you have other questions or suggestions, would 
like us to run a particular comic strip, or would like to submit your own original material 
for publication, please email us at feedback@thedupageguardian.com 

DUPAGE COUNTY FAIR 
The DuPage County Fair is held at the DuPage Events Center and 

Fairgrounds located at 2015 Manchester Road in Wheaton, Illinois. 
There is something for everyone at the fair, with plenty of enter-

tainment, animals, food, exhibits and carnival rides. Fun for all ages. 
Dates: July 29 – 31, 2022 
Location: 2015 Manchester Road, Wheaton, IL 60187 
Fair Admission: 
Adults: $15  |  Seniors: $7.50  |  Children (3-12): $8 
Children (2 & under): FREE  |  Active Military Personnel w/ID: FREE 
Phone: 630-668-6636  |  Website: https://dupagecountyfair.org 

WELCOME TO FAMILY FAIR!

mailto:feedback@thedupageguardian.com
https://dupagecountyfair.org
http://www.eastbranchtrail.org
https://dupagecountyfair.org


300 
RATING: 

Frank Miller’s legen-
dary graphic novel 
300 was a milestone 

in the industry that had not 
seen such epic imagery 
since Miller’s previous mas-
terpiece, Batman: The Dark 

Knight Returns. Miller was aided by his wife, Lynn Varley, who 
handled the coloring that brought to life the striking imagery de-
veloped by Miller that helped inspire a generation of graphic novel 
fans. It also inspired the producer of the film 300 to closely base 
the cinematography upon Miller’s intense imagery, which can be 
clearly seen if you read the novel before watching the movie.  

Miller was inspired to create his graphic novel by the 1962 movie, 
The 300 Spartans. Unlike that film, however, Miller’s depiction of the 
battle and its context is much darker and more cynical, his style being 
to exaggerate the worst aspects of the times and of the characters for 
dramatic effect. For example, the Greek traitor Ephialtes is twisted 
into a monstrous, Gollum-like hunchback, where Miller makes the 
outer appearance of the character match the inner reality. Miller’s style 
is to remove all pretense and show his characters as they truly are.  

Some of his other most prominent works, Batman: The Dark 
Knight Returns and Ronin, also tend to portray doomed heroes fight-
ing a desperate last stand against massively superior forces. Perhaps 
Miller sees himself as a latter-day Leonidas, making a desperate last 
stand against the cultural onslaught of the East? Time will tell.

THE REPUBLIC 
RATING: 

Plato’s The Republic, is widely ac-
knowledged as the cornerstone of 
Western philosophy, and as such 

is a must-read for anyone who would 
purport to say they were well educated 
in Western thought and literature.   

The main question in the dialogue is, 
“who is happier — a just man, or an un-
just man?” To help answer this question, 
the example of a theoretical, utopian 
city-state ruled by a “philosopher-king” 

was put foward as the “ideal state”, the only place where a person 
could be truly happy. This state would be a Republic (a form of rep-
resentative democracy we use today) with an enlightened ruler.  

Plato further argues that society is composed of three types of 
people (1) “gold” people who are born to rule, (2) “silver” people 
who are born to administer, and (3) “bronze” people who produce 
things of value. Plato concludes that only someone who lives in an 
ideal state, who is able to work according to their natural abilities 
and understands their place in a just society, can ever truly be happy. 
One could argue that we are still working toward that goal.  

Plato also insists that those who have the aptitude should, like the 
Spartans, train in athletics and for combat to become the Guardians 
of this ideal state. As we have seen, if not for the Spartans, Greek de-
mocracy would have been lost. We must learn from the lessons of his-
tory and stand up and defend democracy, or be prepared to lose it.

Epilogue
The memory of the sacrifice of the 300 Spartans 
was never forgotten in the West, echoing through 
the millennia as a prime example of what must 
be done in order to guarantee the survival of 
freedom in the West. Sacrificing oneself for the 
greater good is a crucial aspect of the Western 
ethos. Whether citizen or soldier, the children of 
the West have learned from thousands of years 
of struggle that freedom isn’t free.  

The battle of Thermopylae, and particu-
larly the Spartans’ role in it, soon acquired 
mythical status amongst the Greeks. Free 
men, in respect of their own laws, had sac-
rificed themselves in order to defend their 
way of life against foreign aggression. As 
Simonedes’ epitaph at the site of the fallen 
stated: “Go tell the Spartans, passerby, that 
here, by Spartan law, we lie.”25 

The 300 Spartans stood between liberty and 
tyranny. Where do you stand?  
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For More  
Information: 
 
To learn more about 
democracy, visit:  

https://www.britannica.com/ 
topic/democracy
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courage local residents to get outside and get 
some exercise. Those two things would 
probably have the most positive effect on the 
standard of living throughout the Corridor. 

DUPAGE COUNTY 
John Loper, Chief Transportation Planner & 
Impact Fee Administrator, DuPage County 
Division of Transportation, also weighed in 
on the county’s role regarding the Corridor, 
explaining the role of DuPage County in the 
Corridor planning as strictly an advisory one. 

DuPage County is taking a more hands-
off approach to the Corridor development, 
mainly providing information and high-level 
oversight to the cities of Lombard, Downers 
Grove, and Oak Brook. 

According to Loper, DuPage County is 
more interested in planning versus imple-
mentation, focusing on impact surveys, ca-
pacity improvements, reviewing potential 
bus routes, and signal coordination. 

The county is most concerned about traffic 
flow at the major intersections, and Metra/Pace 
coordination for regional shoppers, with the 
goal of bringing in shoppers from far away to 
visit and shop the Corridor. 

DuPage County will be focusing mainly 
on coordinating transportation to and from 
the Corridor area, specifically the use of 
Pace buses to get shoppers to and from their 
destinations safely. 

The one concern they have is that buses 
typically do not take people from door to 
door, instead picking them up at one bus 
stop and then dropping them off at another. 
DuPage County wants to reduce the amount 
of walking that people have to do, and in-

stead get them as close to their destinations 
as possible before dropping them off. 

They are especially concerned about sen-
iors, as they often have to walk in the rain and 
the snow, over grass, standing water, parking 
lots, and so forth, often for another 1/4 mile or 
more before they get to their bus stops or, after 
the bus drops them off, to their destination. 

Pace is not fond of taking people door-to-
door, however, instead preferring to drop 
people off and then having them complete 
the rest of the trip on foot. 

Pace is unlikely to change their policies, 
so visitors to the Corridor will continue to 
need to walk some distance from their 
homes to the bus stop. But the shopping des-
tinations, such as Yorktown, may provide 
shuttles or similar services to bridge the gap, 
which would be particularly good for sen-
iors, especially in inclement weather. 

It may be possible that outdoor green 
space and covered sidewalks may help ame-
liorate the severity of the weather during the 
summer and winter, which is another option 
that shops and restaurants throughout the 
corridor should consider. 

HELP MAKE THE  
BUTTERFIELD ROAD  
CORRIDOR BEAUTIFUL 
The original name of the Butterfield subdivi-
sion was “Beautiful Butterfield”. Now, But-
terfield residents, as well as residents of 
Lombard, Oak Brook, and Downers Grove, 
all have the opportunity to help improve the 
already beautiful Butterfield area even more. 
  To learn more, please visit the CMAP website 
at https://engage.cmap.illinois.gov/butterfield-
road-corridor-plan and sign up for updates.  
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 Butterfield Road Corridor (Continued from page 9)

Visit https://thedupageguardian.com and 
sign up to receive our free monthly news-

letter and other exclusive benefits!

SUBSCRIBE TO THE DUPAGE GUARDIAN! 
If you are not a subscriber to the DuPage 
Homeowners Authority (DHA) emails and 
would like to join and receive this newsletter 
in print and/or electronic format, please go to 
https://thedupageguardian.com and sign up.  

If you are a member of the BHA and 
would like to upgrade your membership 
from the $25 level to receive a printed ver-
sion of this newsletter, please visit  
http://mybhoa.com/membership and click 
on either the “Noble” or “Enhanced” 
membership buttons or links on the right-
hand nav under “Membership”. Once you 
have finished signing up, send us an email 
to subscribe@dupagehoa.com so we can 
close your previous account. If you have any 
questions, please call us at 630-627-4845.  

https://thedupageguardian.com/subscribe/

DuPage County does not have a standard-bearer to hold aloft its quality, its high stan-
dards, and the ideals we hold dear. Toward that end, we have created The DuPage 
Guardian to promote DuPage County as a great place to live, and as the standard for 

quality of life for the Chicagoland area.  

IT’S ABOUT QUALITY 
The Guardian is intended to be neither just another newspaper, a slick, faux-fashionable mag-
azine, nor a stuffy academic journal. It is instead a combination of the best of both newspapers, 
magazines and journals, in both format, content, and quality.  

IT’S ABOUT PRINCIPLES 
The Guardian also sees the need for a publication that stands up for and promotes classical 
Western principles, such as logic, reason, honor, human rights, freedom of expression, and the 
rule of law — not to mention morals, ethics, hard work, and personal accountability — principles 
that are now rarely taught in schools, and are even becoming increasingly rare in everyday life.  

IT’S ABOUT IDEALS 
The Guardian also wants to be the conscience of DuPage County, affirming and promoting the 
values that we, as the free peoples of the West, hold dear. The greatness of our county is in its 
high ideals, the adherence to which has created an environment of excellence that is the basis 
of our success. As long as we continue to defend our ideals and the principles derived therefrom, 
we will continue on the success path DuPage County has been on for nearly 200 years.   

JOIN US ON THE JOURNEY 
Subscribe today to the Guardian and get in on the ground floor for the latest in DuPage news, 
views, and quality articles on the history and traditions of Western civilization — your civilization. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
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